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spelling and syntax with infallible sureness, and hounded down
the very last traces of her accent. Only a very slight rolling of
the "r" was to remain ever afterward as one of the graces of her
rather muted voice, so sweet and charming.
With her forty roubles a month she succeeded in living, and
even, by depriving herself of the indispensable, achieved some-
times a certain amount of luxury: an evening at the theatre, a
journey to the suburbs, whence she brought back flowers picked
in the woods to glow for several days on her table. The little
peasant of other days was not dead; lost in the great city, she lay
in wait for the birth of the leaves, and as soon as she had a little
time and money she hurried to the woods.
Marie to M. Sklodovski, April i6jA, 1893:
The other Sunday I went to Le Raincy, near Paris, in a
pretty and agreeable neighbourhood. The lilacs and the fruit
trees, even the apples, were in full bloom and the air was filled
with the scent of flowers.
In Paris the trees get green as early as the beginning of April.
Now the leaves have sprung out and the chestnuts are bloom-
ing. It is as hot as in summer: everything is green. In my room
it is beginning to be torrid. Luckily in July, when I shall be
working for my examinations, I shall not be here any more, for
I have taken the lodging only to the eighth of July.
The nearer the examinations come, the more I am afraid of
not being ready. At the worst, I shall wait until November, but
that will make me lose my summer, which doesn't appeal to
me. For that matter, we must wait and see. . . .
July: Fever, haste, agonising trials, crushing mornings when,
shut in with thirty students in the examination hall, Marie was
so nervous that the letters danced before her eyes and she could
not even read the fateful paper for several minutes, with its
statement of the problem and the "questions on the course."
When the composition was turned in, there came days of
waiting until the solemn moment of publication of the results*
Marie slipped in among the contestants and their families,.